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How to use 
GoToMeeting
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Use the GoTo App      on your computer 
or smart device

You CANNOT be on two devices at once, 
this causes audio feedback. 
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Communication
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Identify yourself before you speak.

Use chat box to ask questions during 
presentations, staff is monitoring. 

Everyone will be muted except during 
discussion or when staff asks for 
questions.



Welcomes and 
Introductions
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Philip Doyle
Tallahassee Memorial Hospital, Chair



BBHCC Board of 
Directors Update
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Philip Doyle
Tallahassee Memorial Hospital, Chair



Big Bend HCC

2021 Hurricanes Season Briefing
Tuesday, June 1st

Mark Wool
Warning Coordination Meteorologist 
NWS Tallahassee, FL
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• The Basics

• The Outlook

• What’s New?

• Reminders
■ Tropical web pages
■ WEA & Storm Surge alerting
■ Cone of uncertainty caveats
■ Wind Speed Probabilities
■ Time of Arrival Graphics

What We’ll Cover Today
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Official Season

The Official Season



August to October

Since 1950, 78% of Atlantic named storms have 
formed in these months.

84% of hurricanes

92% of major hurricanes (Cat 3-5)

Peak of the Season



Favored Development Areas



Tropical Cyclone Thresholds & 
the Saffir-Simpson Wind Scale

Cyclone Type Maximum Sustained Winds
Tropical Depression 38 mph or less

Tropical Storm 39 to 73 mph

Hurricane 74 mph or greater

Major Hurricane 111 mph or greater

Category Wind Speed Range
(peak 1-minute wind)

1 74-95

2 96-110

3 111-129

4 130-156

5 157-??



Watches and Warnings*

*Note: Hurricane watches and warnings are also pinned to the expected start of tropical storm force





• Averages for named storms & 
hurricanes have increased

• Major hurricanes remain the 
same

• Updates occur once per decade

• Climate change may be a factor

Increased “Average” Number of
Storms in Atlantic Basin



2021 Seasonal Outlook
2021
Atlantic
Names
Ana
Bill 
Claudette  
Danny 
Elsa
Fred 
Grace 
Henri 
Ida 
Julian 
Kate 
Larry 
Mindy 
Nicholas  
Odette 
Peter 
Rose 
Sam 
Teresa 
Victor 
Wanda

Average or 
Normal 
Season

2020
Season

Colorado
State

University  
College 
London

NC
State

The 
Weather  
Channel

Accu
Weather

NOAA
(70% chance)

Named  
Storms

14 30 17 17 15-18 18 16-20 13-20

Hurricanes 7 13 8 8 7-9 8 7-10 6-10

Major 
Hurricanes

3 6 4 3 2-3 3 3-5 3-5



2021 Seasonal Outlook
2021
Atlantic  
Names 
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Grace 
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May 15 Start of NHC Atlantic Tropical 
Weather Outlooks

• NHC began issuing routine Tropical 
Weather Outlooks on May 15
○ No change to the official start of

hurricane season

• Seven straight years with at least one 
named storm prior to June 1st
○ In 2020, 36 Special TWOs issued

prior to June 1!

• 5 of the recent pre-season storms have 
impacted the United States

Alberto - 2018

Bertha - 2020

Arthur - 2020



Alternate Atlantic Basin Name List
Greek Alphabet Will No Longer Be Used

Adria 
Braylen 
Caridad 

Deshawn  
Emery 
Foster 

Gemma

Heath 
Isla 

Jacobus 
Kenzie 
Lucio 

Makayla  
Nolan

Orlanda 
Pax 

Ronin 
Sophie 

Tayshaun  
Viviana 

Will



CONTINUES for 2021
Experimental Graphical Depiction of 

Storm Surge Inundation Values
• Graphical depiction of the peak storm 

surge inundation values along the
U.S. Gulf and Atlantic coasts, Puerto 
Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands that 
are provided in the NHC Public 
Advisory.

• Values represent the peak height the 
water could reach above normally dry 
ground at the immediate coast.



Wireless Emergency Alerts
• Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) is an alerting 

network in the United States designed to 
disseminate emergency alerts to mobile 
devices such as smartphones and cell phones.

• WEA messages are triggered by the NWS for
the following tropical warnings:

- Hurricane Warnings:
- Extreme Wind Warnings
- Storm Surge Warnings

• Spanish messages for devices with Spanish set
as the primary language and for 360 character
messages on 4G devices

• Note: those with 3G service or lower will still 
receive 90 character messages



NWS WEA Messages

Hurricane Warning:
NWS: HURRICANE {TYPHOON} Warning this area. Check media and local authorities.

Extreme Wind Warning:
NWS: EXTREME WIND Warning this area til 11:35PM EDT. Take shelter now.

Storm Surge Warning:
NWS: Life-Threatening Storm Surge danger. FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS OF LOCAL OFFICIALS.

NWS 360 character WEA messages for devices on 4G networks or better

Hurricane Warning:
National Weather Service: A HURRICANE {TYPHOON} WARNING is in effect for this area for dangerous and damaging winds. This
warning is issued up to 36 hours before hazardous conditions begin. Urgently complete efforts to protect life and property. Have
food, water, cash, fuel, and medications for 3+ days. FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS FROM LOCAL OFFICIALS.

Extreme Wind Warning:
National Weather Service: An EXTREME WIND WARNING is in effect for this area for the immediate danger of life-threatening winds 
til 11:35PM EDT. Take cover NOW in an interior room of a sturdy building, away from windows. Protect your head from flying 
debris. Do NOT go out in the calm of the hurricane eye! Winds will quickly become dangerous again.

Storm Surge Warning:
National Weather Service: A STORM SURGE WARNING is in effect for this area for the danger of life-threatening flooding. This 
warning is issued up to 36 hours before hazardous conditions begin. Urgently complete efforts to protect life and property. Follow 
evacuation orders if given for this area to avoid drowning or being cut off from emergency services.

90 character or less WEA messages for 3G networks or older



Carriers generally broadcast WEA
from cell towers within the defined
warning area

They may broadcast from towers 
where signal overlaps the defined 
warning area

Wireless Emergency Alerts

WEA 1.0 & 2.0
● WEA technology 

allows the possibility 
for people to receive 
WEA for the same 
warning

● People who are not 
located in the 
warning polygon can 
receive the WEA

WEA 3.0 Geo-targeting
● Geographical targeting accuracy 

down to .1 NM for precise 
alerting

● Capability will be depended on
phone type and/or carrier



Storm Surge W/W WEA
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By warning for areas smaller 
than NWS zones, there is a 
reduction in potential warning 
by ~26 million people (based on 
2010 Census)

Pink = The farthest possible inland extent of a Storm Surge 
Watch/Warning. Also, the area that could be alerted via 
WEA, the NWS front page map, and “Point and Click” 
pages if a watch or warning is needed for the area.

Yellow = The largest collection of entire NWS zones that 
could be alerted to a Storm Surge Watch/Warning via EAS 
and NWR using VTEC.

The official grid-based warning area will be smaller in
nearly all cases than the pink area on this map



Local Tropical Webpages
SR: http://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=xxx 

ER: https://www.weather.gov/xxx/tropical
where xxx is the 3 letter office identifier (TAE)

● One-Stop Shop for all tropical related local 
forecast information, tailored to each WFO 
forecast area within the NWS Tropical Program.

● Active Storms tab becomes active when NHC 
initiates Tropical Cyclone advisories.

● Most sites have a similar layouts/navigation.

● Scrolling down the page provides access to 
NHC products related to each active storm and 
WPC rainfall products. Users can now sort 
multiple storms based on relevance.
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http://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=xxx
http://www.weather.gov/xxx/tropical


WFO Tropical Webpage

● Threats and Impacts tab contains HTI 
FAQ but changes to threat and impact 
information when there is an active 
storm

● Communicates threats & potential 
impacts for each tropical hazard in the 
local area including: Wind, Storm Surge, 
Flooding Rain, and Tornadoes

● Helps communicate degree of 
preparation needed with safety margin 
factored in 20

SR: http://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=xxx
ER: https://www.weather.gov/xxx/tropical

where xxx is the 3 letter office identifier

http://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=xxx
http://www.weather.gov/xxx/tropical


WFO Tropical Webpage

● Local Products tab is shown when there 
is an active storm

● Entire text of Hurricane Local Statement 
can be viewed here

● Additional products available on this tab 
include the Extreme Wind Warnings, 
Coastal Hazards, Surf Zone Forecasts, 
Flash Flood Warnings, Flood Warnings, 
Local Storm Reports, Post Tropical 
Cyclone Reports and Public Information 
Statements 21

SR: http://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=xxx
ER: https://www.weather.gov/xxx/tropical

where xxx is the 3 letter office identifier

http://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=xxx
http://www.weather.gov/xxx/tropical


WFO Tropical Webpage

● Satellite and Radar data is always
available

● Preparedness tab is always available 
and provides quick access to local 
evacuation maps, preparedness 
guides and videos
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SR: http://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=xxx
ER: https://www.weather.gov/xxx/tropical

where xxx is the 3 letter office identifier

http://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=xxx
http://www.weather.gov/xxx/tropical


• Multi-day flash flood risk 
graphic is now operational 
for CONUS tropical 
cyclones

• Based on the WPC 
Excessive Rainfall Outlook

• Displays the maximum 
flash flood risk at a given 
location during any of the 
next 3 days

• Timing thumbnails shown
on right side of graphic

Multi-Day Flash Flood Risk Graphic

23



What do the Categories Mean



• Cone only relates to the center of the tropical cyclone –
it does NOT include impacts

Cone of Uncertainty Caveats



• Cone only relates to the center of the tropical cyclone –
it does NOT include impacts

Cone of Uncertainty Caveats



• Cone only relates to the center of the tropical cyclone –
it does NOT include impacts

Cone of Uncertainty Caveats



• Represents the total risk of observing these wind speed 
thresholds at any individual location on the map in the next 
5 days

• Takes into account more than just the “center of the storm”
– think impacts!

• Accounts for wind reduction over land

Available at www.hurricanes.gov with each 
advisory

Wind Speed Probabilities

http://www.hurricanes.gov/


Tampa
Miami

Key
West

Naples

Panama  
City

Orlando

Jacksonville

What is the probability that the 
bowling ball hits any of the pins?

What is the individual probability of 
a single pin being hit by the 
bowling ball?

Wind Speed
Probabilities



NHC Arrival Timing Graphics
• Preparations become dangerous 

once winds reach TS force
• Graphics account for forecast 

uncertainty (track/intensity/size)
• “Earliest Reasonable” graphic - best 

for users with low tolerance for risk
• “Most Likely” graphic - best for 

explaining when all preparations 
should be completed prior to onset 
of dangerous conditions

Time of Arrival Graphics

30



• Shows earliest reasonable arrival 
time of TS winds (black contours) and 
cumulative tropical storm-force-wind 
speed probabilities (colors)

• Identifies the time window that users 
at individual locations can safely 
assume will be free from TS winds

– ≤ 10% chance of seeing sustained TS
winds before the indicated time

• Best for users with low tolerance for
risk

Earliest Reasonable Arrival of TS Winds

Time of Arrival Graphics
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• Shows most likely arrival time of TS 
winds (black contours) and 
cumulative TS wind speed 
probabilities (colors)

• Shows the time before or after which 
the onset of sustained TS winds is 
equally likely

• For this example it means “There is a 
50% chance of tropical storm-force-
winds in Southeast Louisiana arriving 
prior to or after 8 pm Saturday.”

Most Likely Arrival of TS Winds

Time of Arrival Graphics
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------------

Earliest Reasonable Arrival Time  
ofTropical-Storm-Force Winds
(39 mph or greater)

Provides the earliest reasonable time when  
tropical-storm-force winds could begin.

Most appropriate for people who need to be
VERY CERTAIN that all their preparations will be
complete before tropical-storm-force winds arrive.

Most Likely Arrival Time
of Tropical-Storm-Force Winds
(39 mph or greater)
Provides the most-likely time when tropical-storm  
force winds could begin.

Preparations should be
ABSOLUTELY COMPLETED by this time.



www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness

National Hurricane Preparedness Week
May 9-15, 2021

34

http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness


Trusted sources are mimicked
● Including: fake headlines, content, and graphics

Expect fake weather information with significant weather events:
● before (usually sensationalized model or forecast info),
● during (regurgitated old events),
● immediately after significant events (manipulated images)

Fake information typically appears in the form of:● sensationalized worst case scenarios,
● “hijacked” credible sources,
● the sharing of old images and manipulated graphics

Be able to identify fake weather information:
● Does the image make sense? (I.E., the right season/time, or geographic area,

posted by a new account? Can it be validated through a web search?

STOP THE SPREAD OF FALSE WEATHER INFORMATION
● False weather information can go viral & impact decisions people make 

regarding their own safety & the safety of their families.

Example of “hijacked” credible source using NOAA logo

Beware False Weather Information



We Want to Hear From You

The NWS Tropical Program collects feedback on 
the products and services highlighted in this 
presentation.

Submit feedback to the NWS Tropical Program:

Tropical.Program@noaa.gov

36

mailto:Tropical.Program@noaa.gov


Special Needs 
Sheltering Updates

43

Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Gail Stewart, DOH Leon 



Leon County
Special Needs

Host & Risk 
Shelter

2021

D a y  O n e

o f

H u r r i c a n e  S e a s o n

J u n e  1 ,  2 0 2 1
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• 2021 Hurricane Season Projections
• Special Needs Shelter, Planning and Response 
• SpNS Client Readiness and Care 
• Shelter Activation and Operation
• Demobilization

Overview
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2021Hurricane Season

• Hurricane Season is expected to be more active than average this year

• 16-20 Named storms
• 7-10 Hurricanes
• 3-5 Major Hurricanes

• Shelters Modifications-Covid-19 screening and social distancing in 
accordance with “current” CDC Guidance 

• Masks will be encouraged
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• Get family, pets and home ready

• Ready Go Bag to include Food, Snacks, Medication refill Rx, phone 
charger, clothes and extra footwear

• Charge electronics, write down important numbers

• Have a family contact outside of area

• Take a video of your home with serial numbers

• Important papers, insurance … (cloud, thumb-drive, waterproof box

• Have cash

• Have medical devices ready 

• Arrange transportation or have vehicle fueled 

• Water and nonperishables

Personal/Family Preparedness Plan
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• Staff are subject to mandatory emergency duty to meet the needs of an 
emergency, disaster or public health emergency response (DOHP 60-40-13, 
Emergency Duty and Deployment Policy)

• Exemptions from emergency duty may be granted on a temporary basis, for a 
specific period of time, or for specific situations

• Exemptions may also be granted for certain types of emergency duty

Florida Department of Health (FDOH) 
Emergency Duty
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• Registration rosters may not be accurate
• Host from other places in FL
• Encourage a plan outside sheltering
• Lifeboat not a Cruise Ship
• Not an acute care facility
• Clients spontaneous arrive
• Some do not meet criteria
• Family reunions, encourage one caregiver

SpNS Registration Program 
Challenges

https://snr.flhealthresponse.com/

https://snr.flhealthresponse.com/
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Planning and Activation
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SpNS Registration Program 

To assist in identifying persons with special needs, home health agencies, hospices, nurse registries, home medical equipment providers, the 
Department of Children and Families, the Department of Health, the Agency for Health Care Administration, the Department of Education, 
the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, the Department of Elderly Affairs, and memory disorder clinics shall, and any physician licensed 
under chapter 458 or chapter 459 and any pharmacy licensed under chapter 465 may, annually provide registration information to all of their 
special needs clients or their caregivers.

https://snr.flhealthresponse.com/

https://snr.flhealthresponse.com/
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 ONE Caregiver
 Medications
 Power dependent medical equipment*
 Medical Supplies
 Mobility devices
 Comfort Supplies
 Special diet nonperishable food/snacks
 Pets with supplies and carrier 

• *(not just phone charging)
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• During periods of evacuation or emergency requires sheltering assistance due to physical impairment, mental impairment, cognitive impairment or sensory disabilities 
that exceeds the basic level of care provided at the general population shelter but does not require the level of care provided at a skilled medical facility

• stable medical condition, requires periodic observation, assessment and maintenance (such as:  glucose readings, vital signs, ostomy care urinary catheter)

• periodic wound care assistance (dressing changes). NOT MRSA

• limitations requires assistance with activities of daily living

• assistance with medication-oral, subcutaneous or intramuscular injectable or topical

• minimal assistance with ambulation, position change and transfer (able to move more than 100 feet with or without an assistive device)  

• manually supplied oxygen

• medically dependent on uninterrupted electricity for therapies including but not limited to oxygen, nebulizer, and feeding tubes

• ventilator dependent persons and persons with multiple special needs requiring a higher level of care may need a referral to a skilled medical facility

• accompanied by an appropriate fulltime caregiver for the duration of shelter stay, a person with mental or cognitive limitations requires assistance or full-time care 

• a body weight not exceeding the safety weight restrictions of provided cots

• can be safely transferred and does not require specialty lifting or transferring equipment 

• persons requiring a stretcher to be transported may need to be referred to a higher skilled facility

Special Needs Care 
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• 6 Ft. Distancing 
• Due to the prevalence of disease in communities

• Mask optional
• Screening for respiratory illness only 

• If sick separate from others
• May move to health care facility if there is time

• Offer vaccine at discharge 
• The CHD can provide the vaccine earlier, as long as it does not interfere with the 

onboarding of shelter residents

Suggested Guidance
(local decision)
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DOH Leon is a Risk Shelter for Leon and a Host shelter for Jefferson, Wakulla, Franklin, Taylor

Curbside Triage

6 feet social distance with 110 Sq. Ft. per client and caregiver, privacy screens and floor marks

40 clients in gym on cots, campus wide generator power, areas will be opened as need arises 

Sanitizing areas and PPE available

Isolation for sick

Pet friendly

Rely upon augmented staffing 

SpNS Shelter
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School Layout
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• Weather 

• Curbside Triage area, health status assessed

• Sign In log for Employees, Clients, Caregivers and Volunteers

• Well Clients and Symptomatic Clients separated

• Triage done in vehicle 

• CDC guidelines

• Two Registration Areas 

• Encourage masks and provide PPE

• Sanitizing stations with hand sanitizer at each Registration area.

• Cavicide wipes to clean clipboards, pens and tables

• Plexiglass divider at sign in area

• RN ratio:1 to 20 clients

Client Intake Process
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• Client home must have electricity and home structurally sound
• power pings
• by field team

• Transportation for client arranged

• Gather belongings, medical equipment and pets

• Confirmation the client arrived home safely

• Shelter demobilized 
• Equipment cleaned
• Supplies restocked
• Paperwork secured

Demobilization

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY

http://flickr.com/photos/usacehq/5716310633
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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•
•

Please direct questions to:

Skyler Warren, Preparedness Planner
850-404-6250
850-694-3957

Skyler.Warren@flhealth.gov

Gail A Stewart, Preparedness Manager

850-251—2019

Gail.Stewart@flhealth.gov

mailto:Skyler.Warren@flhealth.gov
mailto:Gail.Stewart@flhealth.gov


BBHCC Plan Update
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Denise Imbler, BBHCC Staff

• Infectious Disease

• Preparedness

• Operations

• COOP



2020-2021 Member 
Project Funding 
Updates
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Anthony Carpanini, BBHCC Staff



Training and Exercise 
Update
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Zach Annett, BBHCC Staff

• CMS Active Shooter Tabletops

• Pediatric / Burn Surge Workshops

• Hurricane Preparedness Tabletops

• Cyber Security Workshops

• Volunteer Management Training



Quarterly Meeting 
Dates
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Zach Annett, BBHCC Staff

• Q1 - September 7th, 2021

• Q2 - December 7th, 2021

• Q3 - March 8th, 2022

• Q4 - June 7th, 2022



Coalition Member and 
Partner Updates
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

Philip Doyle
Tallahassee Memorial Hospital, Chair 



Next Big Bend HCC 
General Membership 
Meeting
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Serving Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, Taylor & Wakulla counties

The date of the next general member 
meeting is September 7, 2021
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