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CURRENT* COVID-19 CASES IN BIG BEND REGION
COUNTY TOTAL CASES
HOSPITALIZATIONS

Kaiser Health News:
Mysterious Heart
Damage, Not Just
Lung Troubles,
Befalling COVID-19
Patients
One Blood is asking for individuals who
have recovered from COVID-19 to donate
plasma. For more information, click here.
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National Emerging Special Pathogens Training and Education
Center (NETEC) COVID-19 Webinar Series

CMS CALL FOR REOPENING FACILITIES FOR ELECTIVE SURGERIES
2507 CALLAWAY ROAD, SUITE 200, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32303

All previous recordings and upcoming events can
be found here: https://netec.org/training-2
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CDC Updates for Respirators

- Decontamination and Reuse of Filtering Facepiece Respirators
- Strategies for Optimizing Supply of N95 Respirators

LSU NCBRT/ACE Preparedness Podcast
LSU National Center for Biomedical Research and Training
informational videos (these must be requested by LSU to view).
SAFER AT HOME
This 3-and-a-half-minute video presentation introduces several safeties measures
that emergency responders and other essential personnel can use before and after
shifts to minimize the risk of introducing the coronavirus to their homes.

Straight A’s! Social Distancing remains to be the most effective way to combat the
spread of COVID-19. An interactive map can be found at the Social Distancing
Scoreboard. Let’s practice social distancing and aim for “straight A’s” in the Big
Bend Healthcare Coalition Region.

COVID-19 CALL CENTER

(866) 779-6121

CDC SEQUENCE FOR DONNING AND DOFFING PPE
A 6-minute video that walks viewers step-by-step through the guidelines prescribed
by the CDC for donning and doffing a gown, mask/respirator, face shield, and
gloves.

COVID-19@FLHealth.gov

COVID-19 ROLL CALL TRAINING
https://ncbrt.formstack.com/forms/covid19_roll_call_request
In order to ensure officer safety during the COVID-19 crisis this 18-minute training
video for law enforcement provides information on how officers can keep themselves safe before, during, and after contact with others in the course of their job. It
also addresses the steps officers can take at the end of a shift to protect their loved
ones.

2507 CALLAWAY ROAD, SUITE 200, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32303

For resource requests in your county
please contact your local emergency
management office.
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Statewide Conference Call Summaries
- There is still a long way to go, but things are beginning to look a little better. The positivity rate in
Florida is stabilizing and remains lower than most of the country. Patient numbers in the ICU have
decreased slightly, in addition to those on ventilators.
- Hospitals need to begin planning for the resumption of elective surgeries, as well as planning for a new
normal. This means having COVID and Non-COVID ICUs, beds, areas, etc., within the hospital or
facility.
- The State is in the process of securing the FDA approved anti-body tests. If facilities are using other
anti- body tests, please ensure those tests are not cross reactive to other coronaviruses.
- There is a national shortage of testing swabs, so testing must be prioritized. FDEM is working to secure
a large amount of these swabs. If local facilities are in need, they should reach out to their local EM to
identify if the swabs will be compatible to lab testing machines in their hospitals. These swabs cannot
be shipped.
- Hospitalized patient testing remains a priority at this time. Facilities should request a PUI# for patients
who qualify for transfer to sub-acute settings as those are being prioritized by FDOH.
- ESS has now been approved as the single point of data entry for FEMA and CDC
reporting. The accurate reporting of ESS data has proven to make a significant difference
in accessing the rate of hospitalizations in order to FDOH to make important decisions
regarding the needs of the state and our counties.
- The PPE supply chain is beginning to loosen, which is a good sign. It is important that facilities engage
with their PPE vendors and update AHCA on the status and dependability of the supply chain.
- Hospitals are still being encouraged to work with LTC facilities to assist with training, testing and sharing
of best practices, due to the volatility of these communities.

ESS INFORMATION FOR REPORTING FACILITIES
• ESS is critically important for the State to anticipate demand in the hospital & sub-acute care setting. This data
influences decisions on the need for additional support and equipment requests from federal government.
• Facilities MUST verify and update data 2x daily.
• ESS is adding more fields daily. Instructions on these new fields available on the AHCA ESS website.
• Hospitals should estimate the number of med surge beds that can be converted to ICU beds. Do not duplicate
bed numbers in different categories. Start with highest acuity beds.
• Corporate Representatives can be established to monitor data entry at individual facilities. Contact AHCA for
assistance
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SURGEON GENERAL’S PRIORITIES
Florida’s 5 STEPS to Prevent COVID-19

1

STOP INTRODUCTION

Stop Introduction into Florida
from out of state.

2

TEST, TEST, TEST

Leverage testing capabilities
& work to expand capacity.

3

ELDERLY & VULNERABLE PROTECTION
Protect the elderly by increased mitigation
and messaging at assisted living centers,
nursing homes, and other special facilities.

4

PREPARE HOSPITALS

Assess the potential impacts and
course of action for hospitals and bed
capacity.

5

SOCIAL DISTANCING
Continue to message
social distancing.

Did you get this report second-hand? If you’d like to be added to
our COVID-19 Situation Report distribution list, please email your
contact info to Zach Annett at zannett@arpc.org
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New and Updated
CDC Information
ENSURING COMMUNITY & NATIONAL RESILIENCE
IN COVID-19 RESPONSE
GOVERNOR DESANTIS’ EXECUTIVE ORDERS

Helping To Get
& Keep America Open
Households Living In
Close Quarters
Healthcare Infection Prevention
And Control FAQ’s For Covid-19
Caring For Someone Sick At Home
(Or Other Non-healthcare Settings))
Investigating And Responding To Covid-19
Cases At Homeless Service Provider Sites

AMA Urges Governors to Adopt
Emergency Response Protections
for Physicians April 20, 2020
COVID-19 and the Impact
on Communities of Color
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